Easement
A grant of one or more of the property rights by a property owner to the public, or another person or entity.

Endangered Species Habitat
An area where a plant or animal listed as an endangered species by state or federal agencies naturally grows
or lives, or identified habitat sites designated on the Michigan Natural Features Inventory.

Erected

Means built, constructed, altered, reconstructed, moved upon, or any physical operations on the premises
which are required for the construction. Excavation, fill drainage and the like shall be considered a part of
erection.

Essential Public Services

The erection, construction, alteration, or maintenance by public utilities or municipal departments or
commissions of underground or overhead gas, electrical, steam or water transmission or distribution systems,
collection, communication, supply or disposal systems, including poles, wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipes,
conduits, cables, fire alarm boxes, police call boxes, traffic signals, hydrants, towers and other similar
equipment and accessories in connection therewith, (but not including buildings or substations) reasonably
necessary for the furnishing of adequate service by each public utilities, or township departments or
commissions for the public health, safety or general welfare.

Essential Public Service Building

A building or structure principal to an essential public service, such as a drop-off station for residential
recyclables, vehicle garages, telephone exchange buildings, electricity transformer stations or substations, gas
regulator stations, radio and television towers, and cellular phone antennas.

Essential Public Service Building Storage Yard
An outdoor storage area principal or accessory to an essential public service.

Excavation
Any breaking of ground, except common household gardening and ground care.

Family

a. An individual or group of two (2) or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption, including those
related as foster children, who are domiciled together as a single, domestic, non-profit housekeeping unit
in a dwelling unit, or

b. A collective number of individuals domiciled together in one dwelling unit whose relationship is of a
continuing, non-transient, distinct domestic character and who are cooking and living as a single, non-
profit housekeeping unit. This definition shall not include any society, club, fraternity, sorority,
association, lodge, organization, or group of students or other individuals whose domestic relationship is
of a transitory or seasonal nature or for an anticipated limited duration of a school term or terms of other
similar determinable period.

Farm
A tract of land which is directly devoted to agricultural purposes for growing of cash crops, for greenhouses,
for plant nurseries, orchards, aviaries, raising farm animals or farm fowl and having at least ten (10) acres in

land area.

Fence

Hamilton Township Zoning Ordinance Page 2 -1



An accessory structure intended for use as a barrier to property ingress or egress, a screen from an
objectionable vista or noise, and/or for decorative use.

Filling
The depositing or dumping of any matter onto, or into, the ground, except common household gardening and
ground care.

Financial Services
Establishments such as banks, savings and loan institutions, credit unions, brokerage houses, and similar
establishments.

Flood or Flooding
A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally dry land areas from:

a. the overflow of inland waters
b. the unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source.

Flood Hazard Area
Land which on the basis of available floodplain information is subject to a one percent (1%) or greater chance
of flooding in any given year.

Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)
An official map of a community, on which the Federal Insurance Administration has delineated both the areas
of special flood hazards and the risk premium zones applicable to the community.

Flood Insurance Study
The official report provided by the Federal Insurance Administration. The report contains flood profiles, the
water surface elevation of the base flood, and may include a Flood Hazard Boundary — Floodway Map.

Floodplain
Any land area susceptible to being inundated by water from any source (see definition of flood).

Floodway
The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas which must be reserved in order to
discharge the base flood.

Floor Area, Usable

That area to be used for the sale of merchandise or services, or for use to serve patrons, clients, or customers.
Such floor area which is used or intended to be used principally for the storage or processing of merchandise,
hallways, stairways, and elevator shafts, or for utilities for sanitary facilities, shall be excluded from the
computation of usable floor area. Usable floor area shall be measured from the interior faces of the exterior
walls, and total usable floor area for a building shall include the sum of the usable floor area for all floors.

Floor Area, Gross

The sum of the horizontal areas of each story of a building, measured from the interior faces of the exterior
walls, and the centerlines of interior walls, exclusive of mechanical areas, elevator shafts, stairwells and vent
shafts for more than one floor, and uninhabitable attics or basements having headroom of seven (7) feet or
less.

Floor Area, Residential
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The sum of the horizontal areas of each story of a dwelling unit, measured from the interior faces of the
exterior walls, exclusive of areas of the basements, unfinished attics, attached garages, carports, breezeways
and enclosed or unenclosed porches.

Foster Care Home, Family

A single-family dwelling occupied as such in which one (1) but not more than four (4) minor children, who
are not related to an adult member of the family occupying the single-family dwelling by blood, marriage or
adoption, are given care and supervision for twenty four (24) hours per day, unattended by a parent or legal
guardian.

Foster Care Home, Group

A single-family dwelling occupied as such in which more than four (4) but less than seven (7) minor children,
who are not related to an adult member of the family occupying the single-family dwelling by blood, marriage
or adoption, are given care and supervision for twenty-four (24) hours per day, unattended by a parent or legal
guardian.

Freeway Interchange
An area designed to provide for the ingress and egress of vehicular traffic to and from a freeway or other
limited access highway.

Frontage
The total length along which a parcel of land fronts on a street, measured long the line where the property
abuts the street right-of-way.

Frontage Road

A public or private drive which generally parallels a public street between the right-of-way and the front
building setback line. Frontage roads can be one-way or bi-directional in design. The frontage road provides
specific access points to private properties while maintaining separation between the street and adjacent land
uses. A road which allows parking or is used as a maneuvering aisle within a parking area is generally not
considered a frontage road.

Garage

The part of a main building or an accessory building used primarily for the parking or storage of vehicles
necessary in connection with the permitted use of the main building, where there is no vehicle servicing for
compensation.

Garden Center
An establishment with retail sales of trees, fruits, vegetables, shrubbery, plants, seeds, topsoil, humus,
fertilizer, trellises, lawn furniture, playground equipment and other home garden supplies and equipment.

Glare
The effect produced at the lot line by brightness sufficient to cause annoyance, discomfort, or loss in visual
performance and visibility.

Grade, Average (Mean)
The arithmetic average of the lowest and highest grade elevations in an area within five (5) feet of the

foundation line of a building or structure (see Figure 3).

Grade, Finished
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The lowest point of elevation between the exterior wall of the structure and a line five (5) feet from the
exterior wall of the structure.

Grade, Natural
The elevation of the ground surface in its natural state, before construction begins.

Greenbelt
A strip of land which shall be of sufficient width and density of planting materials to screen adjacent
properties from view.

Health Care Institutions

A state licensed medical establishment whose facilities provide in-patient accommodations, a wide range of
medical and surgical care, and other in-patient health services for sick, and ailing or injured persons; and
including such related facilities as laboratories, outpatient departments, training facilities, central services and
staff offices and residences which are integral with and accessory to the principal use for the establishment.

Home Occupation

An occupation or profession carried on by an occupant of a dwelling unit as a secondary use which is clearly
subservient to the use of the dwelling for residential purposes. Home occupations must meet the following
standards:

1. The activity must be operated in its entirety within the principal dwelling or within a normally associated
accessory structure.

2. Must not include more than one employee not living at the dwelling.

3. Not involve alterations or construction not normally found in such a dwelling.

4. Not display or create outside the structure any external evidence of the operation of the home occupation.

Home Sale
A sale of personal property conducted at a residential dwelling on a temporary basis. Home sales include
garage sales, yard sales, porch sales, basement sales, and the like.

Hospital
See “Health Care Institution.”

Hotel or Motel

Any establishment in which individual cabins, courts, rooms, suites or similar structures or units are rented to
transients for temporary periods of time. A “hotel” shall include tourist cabins and homes and motels, but
shall not include bed and breakfast establishments. A hotel shall not be considered or construed to be a
multiple family dwelling.

Improved Area (for a private road)
Means a road surface that meets or exceeds the standards of the Clare County Road Commission for an
aggregate base course road.

Indoor Recreation Establishment

A privately owned facility designed and equipped for the conduct of sports, amusement or leisure time
activities and other customary recreational activities indoors (within an enclosed building) and operated as a
business and open for use by the public for a fee, such as fitness centers, bowling alleys, indoor softball, and
racquetball and tennis clubs.
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Institutional Uses
Churches, schools, hospitals, and other similar public or semi-public uses. This excludes nursing homes,
convalescent homes, and adult foster care facilities.

Intensive Livestock Operations

A place where livestock, poultry, or other animals are housed or confined in such a manner that the
confinement area(s) consisting of lots, pens or buildings accumulate manure or other related animal wastes
that must be removed; and/or that a sustained ground cover (crops, vegetation, forage growth, or post-harvest
residue) cannot be maintained during the normal growing season over the portion of the lot or facility where
the animals are housed or confined. A place shall be considered an “intensive livestock operation” if it meets
any one of the following standards in regard to the number of animals housed or confined:

200 or more feeder cattle,

150 or more cows,

250 or more swine weighing 55 pounds and over,

550 sows and feeder pigs weighing less than 55 pounds,
50 or more horses,

900 or more sheep or lambs,

4,100 or more turkeys or other fowl.

G Mo s o

Junkyard or Recycling Yard

Any land or building used for commercial storage and/or sorting, recycling, or sale of paper, rags, scrap
metals, salvaged building materials, other scrap or discarded materials, or for the dismantling, storage or
salvaging of automobiles or other vehicles not in running condition, or of machinery or parts thereof, but not
including a dump.

Kennel
Any land, building or structure where four (4) or more cats and/or dogs over six (6) months of age are either
permanently or temporarily boarded, housed, bred or sold for specified compensation.

Land Division (also “Division’”)

Land division means the partitioning or splitting of a parcel or tract of land that results in one or more parcels
of less than 40 acres, and that meets the requirements of the Land Division Act, Act 591 PA 1996, as
amended.

Loading Space
An off-street space on the same lot with a building, or group of buildings, for the temporary parking of a
commercial vehicle while loading and unloading merchandise or material.

Lot

A parcel of land separated from other parcels of land by description on a recorded plat or by metes and
bounds description, including a condominium unit site in a site condominium subdivision; having frontage
upon a public or private street and having sufficient size to comply with the requirements of the Ordinance
for: minimum area, setbacks, coverage, and open space. A lot may or may not be specifically designated as
part of the public record.

Lot Area

The total horizontal area included within lot lines. Where the front lot line is the centerline of a public street,
the lot area shall not include that part which is in the public right-of-way.
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Lot Area, Net Buildable

The net lot area less areas devoted to floodplains or surface water bodies; water bodies being defined as areas
greater than five (5) acres in size (either before or after project implementation) which are periodically or
permanently covered with water.

For Planned Unit Developments, net buildable lot area is the net lot area less area devoted to water bodies;
water bodies being defined as areas greater than five (5) acres in size (either before or after project
implementation) which are periodically or permanently covered with water. However, in determining the
overall density for the residential component of a Planned Unit Development, State regulated wetlands and
non-State regulated wetlands may be included — see definition for density.

Lot, Corner

A lot where the interior angle of two adjacent sides at the intersection of two streets is less than one hundred
and thirty-five (135) degrees. A lot abutting upon a curved street or streets shall be considered a corner lot if
the curve is of less radius than one hundred and fifty (150) feet, and tangents to the curve, at the two points
where the side lot lines meet the curve, form an interior angle of less than one hundred and thirty-five (135)
degrees (See Figure 4).

Lot Coverage
A part or percentage of a lot occupied by buildings or structures.

Lot Depth
The arithmetic mean of the shortest and longest distances from the front lot line to the rear lot line (See Figure
5).

Lot Frontage
The length of the front lot line.

Lot, Interior
A lot other than a corner lot which, with the exception of a “through lot”, has only one lot line fronting on a
street.

Lot Line

The line bounding a lot, parcel, or general common element if there is no limited common element, which
separates the lot, parcel, or general common element if there is no limited common element, from another lot,
parcel, general common element if there is no limited common element, existing street right-of-way, approved
private road easement, or ordinary high water mark.

Lot Lines

a. Front lot line: In the case of an interior lot, abutting upon one (1) public or private street, the front lot
line shall mean the line separating such lot from such right-of-way (See Figure 6).

b. Rear lot line: That lot line which is opposite and most distant from the front lot line. In the case of an
irregular or triangular shaped lot, a line at least ten (10) feet in length, entirely within the lot, and
generally parallel to and most distant from the front lot line (See Figure 6).

c. Side lot line: Any lot line not a front or rear lot line. A side lot line separating a lot from a street is a side

street lot line. A side lot line separating a lot from another lot or lots is an interior side lot line (See
Figure 6).
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d. In the case of a lot fronting on right-of-way on two or more sides, or other case in which the above
definitions do not apply, the Zoning Administrator shall designate front, rear and side lot lines, based on
the following considerations:

1. Location and orientation of existing or proposed buildings on the lot in question, in relation to
existing buildings on properties in the same general neighborhood.

2. Location and effect of vegetation, water, or other natural features affecting location of buildings or
structures on the lot in question.

Lot, Nonconforming
A lot of record which does not meet the dimensional requirements of this Ordinance.

Lot of Record
A lot which actually exists in a subdivision plat as shown on the records of the County Register of Deeds, or a
lot or parcel described by metes and bounds, the description of which has been so recorded.

Lot, Through (also “double frontage lot™)

An interior lot having frontage on two (2) more or less parallel streets.

Lot Width

The horizontal distance between side lot lines measured parallel to the front lot line at the front setback line
(See Figure 6).
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