Manufactured Home

A mobile home, residential building, dwelling unit, dwelling room or rooms, or a building component which
is designed for long term residential use and is wholly or substantially constructed at an off-site location,
transported to a site and erected.

Medical Clinic

An establishment where human patients are admitted for examination and treatment by a group of physicians,
dentists or similar professionals on an outpatient basis. A clinic may incorporate customary laboratories and
pharmacies incidental or necessary to its operation.

Mini-Warehouse (also “self-storage warehouse”)

A building or group of buildings in a controlled-access and fenced compound that contains varying sizes of
individual, compartmentalized, and controlled-access stalls or lockers strictly for the storage of a customer’s
non-hazardous goods or wares.

Mobile Home

A structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is built on a chassis and designed to be used as a
dwelling when connected to the required utilities, and includes the plumbing, heating, air conditioning, and
electrical system contained in the structure. ‘“Mobile home” does not include a recreational vehicle or motor
home.

Mobile Home Park

A parcel or tract of land under the control of a person upon which three or more mobile homes are located on
a continual non-recreational basis, and which is offered to the public for that purpose regardless of whether a
charge is made therefore, together with any building, structure, enclosure, street, equipment, or facility used
or intended for use incident to the occupancy of a mobile home and which is not intended for use as a
temporary trailer park.

Mobile Home Site or Space
A portion of the mobile home park set aside and clearly designated for use by a specific mobile home.

Mobile Home Subdivision
A platted residential development consisting of mobile homes or single and two family dwellings located on
individual, separately-owned lots.

Motel (See ‘““hotel”)

Motor Home
A self-propelled, licensed vehicle prefabricated on its own chassis, intended for recreational activities and
temporary occupancy.

Non-Conforming Use
The use of a building or of land lawfully existing at the time this Ordinance or amendments became effective
but which does not conform with the use regulations of the district in which it is located.

Non-Conforming Lot of Record

(“Substandard lot™)

A lot lawfully existing at the time this Ordinance or amendments became effective, and which fails to meet
the minimum area requirements of the zoning district in which it is located.
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Non-Conforming Structure
A structure, or portion thereof, lawfully existing at the time this Ordinance or amendments became effective
and which fails to meet the minimum requirements of the zoning district in which it is located.

Nursery, Plant

A space, building or structure, or combination thereof, for the storage of live trees, shrubs or plants offered for
wholesale or retail sale on the premises including products used for gardening or landscaping. The definition
of nursery within the meaning of this Ordinance does not include any space, building or structure used for the
sale of fruits, vegetables or Christmas trees.

Obscuring Screen
A visual barrier between adjacent areas or uses. The screen may consist of structures such as a wall, fence, or
earthen berm, as specified in this Ordinance.

Offset
The distance between the centerlines of driveways or streets across the street from one another.

Off-Street Parking Lot
A facility providing vehicular parking spaces along with adequate drives and aisles, for maneuvering, so as to
provide access for entrance and exit for the parking of more than two (2) vehicles.

Open Air Business
A retail sales establishment operated substantially in the open air and outside of any enclosed building.

Ordinary High Water Mark

The line, as determined by a Registered Land Surveyor, between upland and bottomland which persists
through successive changes in water levels below which the presence and action of the water is so common or
recurrent that the character of the land is marked distinctly from the upland and is apparent in the soil itself,
the configuration of the surface soil, and the vegetation.

Outdoor Recreation Establishment

A privately owned facility designed and equipped for the conduct of sports, amusement or leisure time
activities and other customary recreational activities outdoors (outside of an enclosed building) and operated
as a business and open for use by the public for a fee such as tennis courts, archery ranges, golf courses,
miniature golf courses, golf driving ranges, and children’s amusement parks.

Parapet Wall
An extension of a building wall above the roof which may serve to screen roof-mounted mechanical
equipment.

Parcel
A lot described by metes and bounds or described in a recorded plat.

Parking Space (Stall)
A designated area of definite length and width for parking of motor vehicles.

Planned Unit Development

A form of land development comprehensively planned as an entity via a unitary site plan which permits
flexibility in building, siting, usable open spaces, and the preservation of significant natural features. Such a
development may contain a mix of housing types and non-residential uses.
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Planning Commission
The Hamilton Township Planning Commission as duly created under Act 184 of the Public Acts of 1943, as
amended.

Plat
A map of a subdivision of land.

Ponds and Lakes
Natural or artificial impoundments that retain water year round.

Principal Building or Structure
A building or structure in which is conducted the principal use of the lot upon which it is situated.

Principal Use
The main use to which the premises are devoted and the principal purpose for which the premises exist.

Principal Use, Permitted
A use permitted in each zoning district by right.

Private Club
An organization of persons for special purposes or for the promulgation of sports, arts, sciences, literature,
politics, or the like, but not operated for profit.

Private Road means any undedicated path, trail, or road that provides or is intended to provide the primary
means of ingress and egress to two (2) or more parcels, principal buildings, dwelling units, structures, or
combination thereof.

Public and Semi-Public Institutional Buildings, Structures and Uses
Buildings, structures, and uses of governmental agencies and non-profit organizations including but not
limited to office buildings, municipal parking lots, post offices, libraries, and community centers.

Public Park
Any developed park, playground, beach, outdoor swimming pool, intended for active recreational pursuits,
within the jurisdiction and control of a governmental agency.

Public Open Space
Any primarily undeveloped land, intended for passive recreational pursuits, within the jurisdiction and control
of a governmental agency.

Public Street
A public thoroughfare which affords the principal means of access to abutting property.

Public Utility

Any person, municipal department, board or commission duly authorized to furnish and furnishing under state
or municipal regulations to the public: gas, steam, electricity, sewage disposal, communication, telegraph,
transportation or water.

Radioactive Materials

Materials defined as radioactive under Michigan Department of Environmental Quality regulations for
transportation of radioactive materials or under Clare County Health Department regulations, whichever is
determined to be applicable.
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Recreational Vehicle

A vehicle intended and designed primarily for recreational use, such as motor homes, camper trailers, boats,
snowmobiles, off-road and all terrain vehicles, and similar vehicles or trailers. The term “recreational
vehicle” shall not include motorcycles or motorbikes or other similar means of transportation intended
primarily for daily on-street use.

Retail Store
Any building or structure in which goods, wares, or merchandise are sold to the consumer for direct
consumption and not for resale.

Right-of-Way
A street, alley or other thoroughfare or easement permanently established for passage of persons or vehicles
and under the legal authority of the agency having jurisdiction over the right-of-way.

Salvage
Material to be used for further use, recycling, or sale.

Salvage Yard

Any principal or accessory use where salvage or its component parts are bought and sold, exchanged, stored,
baled, packed, disassembled, separated, or handled, including but not limited to: scrap iron and other metals,
paper, rags, rubber tires and bottles. A “‘salvage yard” includes automobile wrecking yards and includes any
area of more than two hundred (200) square feet for storage, keeping or abandonment of junk, but does not
include uses established entirely within enclosed buildings. The term “salvage yard” does not include drop-
off stations for residential recyclable materials.

Satellite Dish Antenna

A device incorporating a reflective surface that is solid, open mesh, or bar configured; is in the shape of a
shallow dish, parabola, cone or horn. Such a device shall be used to transmit and/or receive television, radio,
or other electromagnetic communication signals between terrestrial and/or extraterrestrial-based sources.
This definition includes, but is not limited to, what are commonly referred to as satellite earth stations,
TVRO’s (Television Reception Only satellite antennas), and satellite microwave antennas.

Screen
A structure such as a fence or wall, providing enclosure and a visual barrier between the area enclosed and the
adjacent property.

Service Drive

A drive which generally parallels the public right-of-way but runs along the back of a land use which fronts
on the public street. A service drive may provide access to properties on both sides, and vary in width and
design.

Setback, Required
The required minimum horizontal distance between a front, rear, or side lot line and a building line. Separate
definitions for condominium projects are listed under “condominium setbacks”.

Setback, Parking Lot
The minimum horizontal distance between the street right-of-way or property line and the near edge of a
parking lot, excluding necessary and/or approved driveways, frontage roads and landscaping areas.
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Shopping Center

A commercial enterprise which is planned and developed as a unit, and which includes a group of retail
businesses. Off-street parking is provided for the shopping center as a whole, as opposed to providing
separate areas for individual businesses.

Shoreline
The edge of a body of water measured at the ordinary high water mark.

Sight Distance

The length of roadway visible to the driver. Generally related to the distance or time (perception/reaction
time) sufficient for the driver to execute a maneuver (turn from driveway or side street, stop or pass) without
striking another vehicle or object in the roadway.

Sign
See definitions in Article 9, Signs and Billboards.

Site Plan
A scaled drawing(s) illustrating existing conditions and containing the elements required herein as applicable
to the proposed development to ensure compliance with zoning provisions.

Specified Anatomical Areas

Certain portions of the human anatomy, the visual presentation of which identifies activity that is regulated by
this Ordinance as an “Adults Entertainment Business”. These areas are: human genitals; pubic region;
buttock; and female breast below a point immediately above the top of the areola when less than completely
and opaquely covered.

Specified Sexual Activities

Certain actions, the visual presentation of which identifies activity that is regulated by this Ordinance as an
“Adults Entertainment Business”. These activities are: human genitals in a state of stimulation or arousal;
acts of human masturbation, sexual intercourse, or sodomy; fondling or erotic touching of human genitals,
pubic region, buttock, or female breast; bestiality; fellatio or cunnilingus; and human excretory function.

Special Land Use
A use of land which is permitted within a particular zoning district only if the applicable standards have been
met. A special land use requires that a special use permit be obtained.

Stable, Private

A stable for the keeping of horses for the use of the residents of the principal use and shall not include the
keeping of horses for others, or for commercial boarding, and with a capacity for not more than two (2)
horses; provided, however, that the capacity of a private stable may be increased if the lot whereon such
stable is located contains at least one acre of land for each additional horse stabled thereon.

Stable, Public
A stable other than a private stable, with a capacity for more than two (2) horses, and carried on within an
unplatted tract of land of not less than forty (40) acres.

Story
That portion of a building between a floor and the floor or roof next above it. A basement shall be counted as
a story if its ceiling is over four (4) feet above the average adjoining ground surface.
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Street
A public thoroughfare which affords the principal means of access to abutting property.

Structure

Anything constructed, assembled or erected, the use of which requires location on the ground or attachment to
something having location on or in the ground; this term shall include fences which are more than 50% solid,
tanks, towers, dish antennae, advertising devices, tents, wagons, trailers, dining cars, or similar structures on
wheels or other support used for business or living purposes. The word “structure” shall not apply to wires
and their supporting poles or frames or electrical or telephone utilities or to service utilities below the ground.

Structural Alterations

Any changes in the supporting members of a building such as bearing walls, columns, beams or girders, or
any substantial changes in the roof and exterior walls or any expansion or addition to the floor space of a
building by the addition of bearing walls, columns, beams or girders.

Substantial Improvement

Any repair, reconstruction, or improvement of a structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds fifty percent
(50%) of the market value of the structure either, (1) before the improvement or repair is started, or (2) if the
structure has been damaged and is being restored, before the damage occurred. For the purposes of this
definition, “substantial improvement” is considered to occur when the first alteration of any wall, ceiling,
floor, or other structural part of the building commences, whether or not that alteration affects the external
dimensions of the structure. The term does not, however, include either (1) any project for improvement of a
structure to comply with existing state or local health, sanitary, or safety code specifications which are solely
necessary to assure safe living conditions, or (2) any alteration of a structure listed on the National Register of
Historic Places or the State Inventory of Historic Places.

Temporary Building, Structure or Use
A building, structure or use permitted to exist during periods of construction of the principal building,
structure, or use.

Use
The purpose for which land or a building is arranged, designed or intended, or for which land or a building is
or may be occupied.

Variance
A relaxation or modification of the requirements of this Ordinance as authorized by the Board of Zoning
Appeals under the provisions of this Ordinance and Act 184 of the Public Acts of 1943, as amended.

Vehicle

Any device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may be transported or drawn upon any street,
highway, excepting devices exclusively moved by human power or used exclusively upon stationary rails or
tracks.

Veterinary Clinic

A building, or any portion thereof, used for the medical treatment of domesticated animals by a Doctor of
Veterinary Medicine and his or her employees, and including exterior or interior kennels or overnight lodging
facilities for animals.

Wetland

Land characterized by the presence of water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under
normal circumstances does support wetland vegetation or aquatic life and is commonly referred to as a bog,
swamp, or marsh.
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Wetland, Regulated

Certain wetlands regulated by the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality under the provisions of
Act 203 of the Public Acts of 1979, as amended, and generally defined as land characterized by the presence
of water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances does support
wetland vegetation or aquatic life and is commonly referred to as a bog, swamp, or marsh and which is any of
the following:

a. Contiguous to an inland lake or pond, or a river or stream;
b. Not contiguous to an inland lake, pond, river or stream, and more than five (5) acres in size;

c. Not contiguous to an inland lake or pond, or a river or stream; and five (5) acres or less in size if the
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality determines that protection of the area is essential to the
preservation of the natural resources of the state from pollution, impairment, or destruction and the
department has so notified the property owner.

Yard

a. A space open to the sky and unoccupied or unobstructed, except by encroachments specifically permitted
by this Ordinance, on the same lot with a building or structure. A required yard is measured between the
applicable lot line and the nearest foundation line of a building or structure.

b. Front yard: A yard extending across the full width of the lot, the depth of which is the distance between
the front lot line and foundation line of the building or structure. In the case of a waterfront lot, the yard
on the water side shall be the front yard (See Figure 6).

c. Rearyard: A yard extending across the full width of the lot, the depth of which is the distance between
the rear lot line and rear foundation line of the main building (See Figure 6).

d. Side yard: A yard between the foundation line of the main building and the side lot line extending from
the front yard to the rear yard (See Figure 6).

Zoning Act
Michigan Act 184 of 1943, as amended.

Zoning Administrator
An individual appointed by the Hamilton Township Board delegated to administer the Hamilton Township
Zoning Ordinance.

Zoning Board
The Hamilton Township Zoning Board created under Act 184 of the Public Acts of 1943, as amended.

Zoning Board of Appeals
The Hamilton Township Zoning Board of Appeals created under Act 184 of the Public Acts of 1943, as
amended.

Zoning District

A portion of the incorporated area of the township within which certain regulations and requirements or
various combinations thereof apply under the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance.
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